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•	
   Our	
   financial	
   analysis	
   shows	
   a	
   decrease	
   of	
   50%	
   in	
   income,	
   and	
   a	
   70%	
  
decrease	
   in	
   dona?ons	
   to	
   the	
   AVN,	
   since	
   the	
   commencement	
   of	
   SAVN’s	
  
ac?vity	
  in	
  2009.	
  
	
  

	
  
•	
  Stop	
  the	
  Australian	
  Vaccina?on	
  Network	
  (SAVN)	
  is	
  a	
  Facebook	
  group	
  that	
  
was	
   established	
   in	
   2009	
   with	
   the	
   express	
   purpose	
   of	
   challenging	
  
misinforma?on	
   perpetuated	
   by	
   the	
   Australian	
   (an?)	
   Vaccina?on	
   Network	
  
(AVN).	
  	
  
•	
  The	
  group,	
  which	
  consists	
  of	
  over	
  12,000	
  concerned	
  parents,	
  members	
  of	
  
the	
  public,	
  scien?sts	
  and	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  medical	
  and	
  health	
  professionals,	
  uses	
  
the	
   novel	
   tac?c	
   of	
   combaRng	
   the	
   problem	
   of	
   vaccine	
   misinforma?on	
  
primarily	
  via	
  social	
  media.	
  	
  
•	
   SAVN	
   seeks	
   to	
   inhibit	
   the	
   reach	
   and	
   influence	
   of	
   the	
   an?-­‐vaccine	
   lobby	
  
group,	
  the	
  AVN,	
  who	
  make	
  a	
  considerable	
  profit	
  from	
  perpetua?ng	
  vaccine	
  
misinforma?on.	
  	
  	
  
•	
   SAVN’s	
   aims	
   are	
   accomplished	
   by	
   submiRng	
   complaints	
   to	
   government	
  
bodies,	
  addressing	
  and	
  correc?ng	
  mis-­‐informa?on	
  perpetuated	
  by	
  the	
  AVN	
  
via	
   Facebook,	
   TwiUer	
   and	
   the	
   mainstream	
   media,	
   and	
   providing	
   expert	
  
comment	
  to	
  media	
  outlets	
  wherever	
  possible.	
  	
  
•	
   A	
   considerable	
   effort	
   is	
   placed	
   on	
   encouraging	
   media	
   outlets	
   cease	
  
prac?cing	
  “false	
  balance”	
  when	
  dealing	
  with	
  vaccine	
  stories.	
  	
  
•	
  Here	
  we	
  present	
  the	
  first	
  evidence	
  for	
  SAVN’s	
  impact	
  on	
  the	
  AVN.	
  
	
  
	
  
•	
   Print	
   media	
   aRtudes	
   and	
   repor?ng:	
   Fac?va	
   database	
   was	
   mined	
   for	
  
men?ons	
  of	
  “AVN”,	
  from	
  2009	
  to	
  2014,	
  and	
  all	
  men?ons	
  classified	
  according	
  
to	
  1)	
  nega?ve	
  (eg	
  “an?-­‐vaccine”)	
  2)	
  posi?ve	
  (eg	
  “vaccine	
  watchdog”)	
  by	
  two	
  
authors	
  independently.	
  
	
  

•	
   Financial	
   stability:	
   Financial	
   records	
   were	
   obtained	
   from	
   2009	
   to	
   2012	
  
(later	
  financial	
  records	
  not	
  yet	
  available)	
  and	
  analysed	
  for	
  changes	
  since	
  the	
  
incep?on	
  of	
  SAVN.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Methods	
  

Results:	
  Financial	
  Impact	
  of	
  SAVN	
  on	
  the	
  AVN	
  

Quan?ta?ve	
  Analysis	
  of	
  the	
  Impact	
  of	
  the	
  Stop	
  the	
  Australian	
  
Vaccina?on	
  Network	
  Campaign	
  on	
  the	
  Public	
  Profile	
  and	
  
Finances	
  of	
  the	
  Australian	
  (an?)	
  Vaccina?on	
  Network	
  	
  

	
  

•	
  Taken	
  together,	
  these	
  results	
  suggest	
  SAVN	
  has	
  been	
  successful	
  in	
  stemming	
  the	
  
ac?vi?es	
  of	
  the	
  AVN	
  by,	
  1)	
  nega?vely	
   impac?ng	
  their	
  finances,	
  and	
  2)	
   impac?ng	
  
their	
   reputa?on	
   by	
   shiaing	
   media	
   aRtudes	
   from	
   “vaccine	
   safety	
   watchdog”	
   to	
  
“an?-­‐vaccine	
  lobby	
  group”.	
  Overall,	
  this	
  has	
  hindered	
  the	
  AVN’s	
  ability	
  to	
  spread	
  
misinforma?on	
  to	
  vaccine	
  hesitant	
  parents,	
  who	
  are	
  highly	
  suscep?ble	
  to	
  vaccine	
  
misinforma?on.	
  	
  

	
  

Results:	
  Nature	
  of	
  AVN	
  Print	
  Media	
  Men?ons	
  2002-­‐	
  2014	
  

Tracey	
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  David	
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hUps://www.facebook.com/stopavn	
  

Introduc?on	
  
•	
   We	
   report	
   a	
   significant	
   increase	
   in	
   the	
  
number	
   of	
   men?ons	
   of	
   the	
   AVN	
   in	
   the	
  
mainstream	
  print	
  media	
   since	
   2009.	
  However,	
  
an	
   increasing	
   propor?on	
   of	
   all	
  men?ons	
  were	
  
nega?ve,	
   with	
   67%	
   nega?ve	
   versus	
   33%	
  
posi?ve,	
   over	
   the	
   5	
   year	
   period	
   since	
   2009,	
  
compared	
   to	
   82.5%	
   posi?ve	
   in	
   the	
   period	
  
2002–2008.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  

Discussion	
  
•	
  We	
   report	
   a	
   significant	
   impact	
   on	
   the	
   AVN’s	
   finances	
   since	
   the	
   forma?on	
   of	
  
SAVN,	
  with	
  a	
  drop	
  of	
  50%	
  in	
  total	
   income,	
  which	
  was	
  significantly	
   impacted	
  by	
  a	
  
70%	
  fall	
  in	
  incoming	
  dona?ons	
  •	
  Although	
  we	
  report	
  an	
  overall	
  increase	
  in	
  media	
  
men?ons	
  of	
  the	
  AVN,	
  these	
  were	
  increasingly	
  nega?ve,	
  rising	
  from	
  17.5%	
  nega?ve	
  
in	
  2002	
  to	
  67%	
  by	
  2014	
  •	
  This	
  has	
  impacted	
  on	
  the	
  AVN’s	
  reputa?on,	
  who	
  are	
  now	
  
more	
   likely	
   to	
   be	
   portrayed	
   posi?vely	
   by	
   conspiracy	
   theorists	
   and	
   not	
   the	
  
mainstream	
  media	
  •	
  A	
  shia	
  in	
  media	
  percep?on	
  has	
  been	
  compounded	
  by	
  SAVN	
  
ini?ated	
  government	
  sanc?ons	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  HCCC	
  Public	
  Warning	
  and	
  withdrawal	
  
of	
   a	
   charity	
   license	
   •	
   In	
   place,	
   we	
   have	
   offered	
   ourselves	
   as	
   experts	
   where	
  
appropriate	
  and	
  contributed	
  to	
  media	
  wherever	
  possible.	
  

Conclusions	
  

h,p://www.olgr.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/media_releases/
rel_souris_20140318_avn_charity.pdf	
  

h,p://www.hccc.nsw.gov.au/Hearings-­‐-­‐-­‐decisions/Public-­‐statements-­‐and-­‐warnings/Public-­‐statement-­‐-­‐-­‐
warning-­‐about-­‐the-­‐Australian-­‐VaccinaOon-­‐skepOcs-­‐Network-­‐-­‐Inc-­‐-­‐-­‐AVN-­‐-­‐-­‐-­‐formerly-­‐known-­‐as-­‐Australian-­‐
VaccinaOon-­‐Network-­‐Inc-­‐	
  

Results:	
  Other	
  Outcomes	
  
Loss	
  of	
  Authority	
  to	
  

fundraise	
  for	
  charitable	
  
purpose	
  

•	
  Other	
  notable	
  results	
  are	
  inves?ga?ons	
  by	
  the	
  
N.S.W	
  Health	
  Care	
  Complaints	
  Commission	
  and	
  
the	
  N.S.W	
  Office	
  of	
  Liquor	
  Gaming	
  and	
  Racing	
  
resul?ng	
  in	
  a	
  public	
  warning	
  and	
  loss	
  of	
  authority	
  
to	
  fundraise	
  for	
  charitable	
  purposes.	
  
	
  

N.S.W	
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  Public	
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  formed	
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